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I was born in New York City in 1973. My parents were both immigrants to America
from small Greek island called Nisyros. My father quit high school at 17 to travel to
New York with his older brother and uncle in his search of the American dream. His
parents later came to America to meet them and to build their lives in America as
well. My mother came to America with her parents at 14 and graduated from an
American high school. My parents were married in America in their 20s. I was their
second child. Their first child — my older sister - is a lawyer living and working in
New York City.




I attended a Greek-American school in America from the first year of elementary school, through the second
year of Junior High School. All my classmates spoke both Greek and English. New York has several private
Greek schools. I attended a public high school in Manhattan, called Stuyvesant, which specializes in Math
and Science. Five graduates have won Nobel prizes. The high school is well known in New York, as, unlike
most American high schools, passing a selective entrance exam is required for entry. At the time I attended,
fewer than 10% of the applicants were accepted, and a majority of my classmates were of Asian descent. It
was, however, essentially an immigrant school. It was my interactions with my peers of Asian descent that
first got me interested in Japan.

Prior to graduating from Cornell University, with a degree in Government and Asian Studies, I spent a
semester as the Osaka based Kansai Gaidai. After college I taught English at Seifu Nankai Gakuen, a private
boys Buddhist school in Osaka, Japan, as a participant of the Japanese government sponsored JET
Programme. The Principal of Seifu Nankai, Mr. Hiraoka, was a Rotarian. I was always impressed by his
commitment to community service and to the Rotary Club.

Upon completion of the JET Programme, I returned to New York were, among other things, I worked for a
US subsidiary of the Japanese trading company, Mitsui. I came to view international trade as being more
than just a means of commerce, but also as a means of keeping peace and harmony in the world. Healthy
trade between nations makes war between those same nations less likely. When humanity see that the trade
related peace dividend is higher than the dark profits of war, people will be more likely to push war aside. It
is my strong belief that strong trade relations between the United States and Japan have helped strengthen
the friendship between our two great nations.

This stress on trade, and inter-dependence and shared growth is also an essential part of the Rotary spirit. It
is through interaction and cooperation that all of humanity can move forward and become further
enlightened. I have seen the way that Rotary can accomplish this on a personal level. My mentor and
supervisor, Mr. Yasuo Okamoto, was a recipient of a Rotary scholarship almost 40 years ago. He was able to
use that gift from Rotary to become a successful American lawyer that has helped strengthen ties between
the US and Japan. I pray that as a Rotarian, I too will be able to create more ties between America, Japan,
and the rest of the world, and thus continue to spread the Rotary spirit of shared growth and prosperity
through international communication and cooperative efforts.
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